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.-"*::*;;f ' Ten thouSénd years before the imdark present, a father’s k-
greatest son turned a ga[axy—-Spanmng crusade into a civil war. .. : s )
Th|s is the tragedy that broke the Warhammer 40,000 universe. =& =
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A GOD BOUND IN AGONY

At the heart of the human galaxy sits a
corpse on a golden throne. It has been
dying for ten thousand years.

Its body was broken beyond healing in a
single afternoon of violence.

A trillion-strong empire kneels before it,
waging eternal war in its name, utterly
convinced it is a god.

KEY INSIGHT.

In life, the being on that throne was a
militant atheist who tried to drag humanity
into an age of reason. The empire he built
is now the most fanatically religious
civilization in history.
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THE ENGINE OF THE 41st MILLENNIUM

He is the Imperium’s foundation and its prisoner at once. OUTPUT: The Astronomican.
A psychic lighthouse
projected through the warp,
—— allowing human ships to
navigate the galaxy.

THE ARCHITECTURE OF
THE GOLDEN SARCOPHAGUS

INPUT: The daily sacrifice
of ~1,000 human psykers.
Sustains the Emperor’s
vast, fading psyche.

CONTAINMENT: The seal.

The Emperor’s eternal psychic
weight holds shut a broken
Webway gate, preventing infinite
daemonic incursions onto Terra.
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THE LOST AGE OF
REASON (M30)

In the late 30th millennium (roughly

THE IMPERIAL TRUTH

the year 29,000), humanity was | His reconquest, the Great | ’
dying in isolated colony worlds ] Crusade, was built on science,
cut off by 5,000 years of warp secularism, and self- |
storms. | determination. No gods.

he Emperor of Mankind—the oldest * -
living human, a Perpetual who how dangerous the entities'in
simply does not die—stepped out of | the warp were, and th_at they I
the shadows to conquer Terra and fed on human belief.
reunite the stars. : ‘l
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TWENTY SONS, SCATTERED TO THEVOID

To lead the Great Crusade, the Emperor engineered twenty transhuman generals from his
own genetic code: the Primarchs. They were meant to be raised at his side.
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THE FOUR

CHAOSGODS . \ N\ -
/ TERRA / \\
. THE GENE-VAULTS @

The Chaos Gods tore open a rift in the Himalayan gene-vaults, casting the gestating
infants across the galaxy. They grew up alone as gladiators, tyrants, and orphan-kings.
Chaos had played the first move in a game that would take centuries to mature.
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THE TOOLS OF RECONQUEST

From each Primarch’s DNA, the Emperor grew a Legion of Space Marines. As the Crusade swept outward
around 798.M30, he reunited with his scattered sons. But official records only ever discuss eighteen.
The silence surrounding the IInd and XIth is intentional—and absolute.

| l THE SUNDERED BROTHERHOOD THE SUNDERED BROTHERHOOD

|
/

COREFLAW/ ULTIMATE CORE FLAW /| ULTIMA
LEGION ' PRIMARCH | vioTivATION  FATE LEGION | PRIMARCH | \ioTIVATION FATE

Duty & Defenders of | &8 XVII - Word
Stoicism Terra | Bearers

VII - Imperial
Fists

Desperate for | Architects of

Lati Worship Heresy

Rogal Dorn

X - Blood
Angels

Noble & Martyred / 4 XV - Thousand Magnus the = Arrogance in Daemon-
Beloved Cursed Sons Red Sorcery corrupted

Sanguinius

VI - Space
Wolves

Loyal Shattered /

Leman Russ . g,
Executioners Missing
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@mander of the entire galaxy-spanning Crusade.

PLOMA;“(\

| ;THE BEATING HEART,
OF THE CRUSADE‘

-] | /

Horus Lupercal (XVI Legion, Luna Wolves) was the
first found and the most beloved. After defeating

the largest Ork empire at the Triumph of Ullanor, thel ?*

Emperor named him Warmaster—supreme
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THE WARMASTER AND THE EMPTY THRONE
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Then, the Emperor di the unnatural thing: he
abandoned the Crusade and went home. He locked
himself away on Terra to build a secret human

Webway gate to bypass the warp. But he told no one.

To Horus, carrying the weight of the galaxy, it looked
like total abandonment. The resentment took root.
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%" THE WOUND THAT WOULD NOT HEAL =
Erebus, First Chaplain of the Word Bearers, had secretly served the Chaos Gods for years. = \

~ He orchestrated a trap on the moon of Davin, where Horus was struck down by
= e R daemonic xenos blade: the anathame.
v RV 4 .
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e e 1Y) 3. THE VULNERABILITY |.

AW 1. THE POISON q / 2. THE DESPERATION \ | The ritual casts the dying /
|/ J}. Theblade infects Horuswitha | \{  Erebus steers Horus’s grieving /| Warmaster's spirit into the warp, L |
B S ( supernatural rot that Imperial \ advisors toward a local Davlnlte - leaving his mind completely exposed ,) 44 )
K‘Yh science cannotcure. i\ cultfora “healing ritual’. "'"; TSSO - | #)
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. EMPERUR BU[LDS A
SECULAR TRUTH.

The Emperor initiates the Great - |
Crusade to unite humanity undera -
strictly secular, rationalist truth,
suppressing all religion.

i‘ THE REBELLIDN BREAKS Y
. THE EMPEROR & IMPERIUM. "i |

The devastating Horus Heresy forces
the surviving Imperium to embrace
religious fanaticism around the fallen

Emperor for survival.

-1-_
CHAOS SHOWS
f HORUS A VISION. ; /
Chaos forces reveal a terrifying future
[ religious fanaticism, decaying hive

cities, and the Emperor mlstakenly
wur5h|pped as a cruel god.
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'HORUS REBELS TO
PREVENT THIS NIGHTMARE.

Horified by the vision, Horus, out of
manipulated love and grief, turns
against the Emperor to stop the
foretold future.

.-'
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Chaos didn't lie to Hurus The vision they'showed h1m of the41st mlllennlum was entirelytrue: e Hewas manipulated mtn
believing his hetrayal would stop.it. Horus fell not out of;a lust for, power, yower, but out,of grief and'a manipulated love:
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THE CASCADE OF TREASON.

Horus awoke from Davin healed, damned, and resolute. But before he could ! —
march on Terra, he had to eliminate the onallsts hiding within his own ranks.

ISSTVANV

9vs. 9 Legions in total war

ISSTVAN Il
~ 4 Legions purged

The mfecthn of a_ s:nglg mlnd répldly mdenedmto a galactic schlsm;. .. : | u*f*‘*"
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The Purge of Isstvan III (005.M31)

Horus ordered the loyalist elements of his four committed Legions (Sons of Horus, Emperor’s Children, World Eaters, Death

Guard) to the surface of Isstvan lIl. He then virus-bombed the planet with his own troops on it.

r

Roughly eight billion died in

to silence everyone. Death

Eisenstein, racing to Terra to
scream the impossible truth:
The Warmaster is a traitor.

minutes. But the massacre failed

Guard Captain Nathaniel Garro
broke the blockade in the frigate

9




THE DROP SITE MASSACRE (ISSTVAN V)

Rogal Dorn dispatched seven Legions to crush the rebellion. The first wave hit Horus's lines."
The second wave landed behind them to reinforce. And then the reinforcements opened firef.f*

\ il _ THE DROP SITE TRAP /1
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i i - IRON HANDS SALAMANDERS RAVEN GUARD 23
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LTI il ol Al A

ﬁ ~ IRON WARRIORS NIGHT LORDS ALPHA LEGION WORD BEARERS

_ Caught between two armies, three loyalist Legions were annihilated. Primarch Ferrus Manus was beheaded
by his brother Fulgrim. In a single afternoon, the rebellion revealed its true scale: nine Legions in revolt.
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. The Tragedy of Prospero

Magnus the Red (Thousand Sons) used banned sorcery to send a psychic
warning to Terra about Hnrus s betrayal. The warning arrived with such

force it shattered the wards on the Emperor's secret Webway project,

detonating the Imperium’s most vital defense.

The Twist

Enraged, the Emperor sent Leman Russ to arrest Magnus. A
But Horus intercepted the transmission, twisting the order from "arrest’ to ‘destroy’.

Outcome

As his homeworld burned for the crime of loyalty, a broken Magnus
accepted a bargain from the Chaos God Tzeentch to save his surviving sons.
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= THE VENGEFUL SPIRIT :

THE SIEGE OF TERRA (014.M31)

After a seven-year delaying war across the galaxy, the traitor

armada darkened the skies of humanity’s birthworld. Traitor
Legions, building-sized Titans, and warp-daemons threw _

themselves at the Imperial Palace, defended by Rogal Dorn. /

THE GAMBIT

After weeks of apocalyptic carnage, Horus lowered the void shields on
his flagship, the Vengeful Spirit. It was bait, daring his father to teleport
aboard and end it personally. The Emperor took it. J/
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THE DEATH OF THE GREAT ANGEL

Sanguinius, Primarch of the Blood Angels and the most beloved of the
brothers, reached Horus first. Bloated with the power of all four
Chaos Gods, Horus strangled the Great Angel to death.
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THE CURSE

Sanguinius fought knowing he could not win, managing to crack a single flaw in
Horus’s armor. His death rippled backward through the warp as a psychic shockwave,
permanently branding his entire Legion with the Black Rage—a curse that makes
his descendants relive his doomed final battle ten thousand years later.
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/" THE ANNIHILATION %
‘ oFAsoniffx

The Emperor fought defenswely,
~ his physical form battered and
| broken by his empowered son,
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refusing to destroy the
child he loved.
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. Horus, gloating, completely " |
. erased a loyalist warrior’s soul r ’
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ThB Emperur stopped holding back. . from existence just to prove nothing
He unleashed the full, terrifying force .«  of the old loyalty would survive.

of his psychic might and annihilated R ,
Horus’s soul so completely that not  .gin that instant, the Emperor \ .
even Chaos could ever resurrect him. ‘_ :

-J
o



> DISMANTLING THE SWORD 4%

Rogal Dorn found the Emperor broken beyond saving and carried him to the Golden Throne. During the seven-
year Great Scouring that fnlluwed surviving traitors (led by Abaddon) were driven into the Eye of Terror.
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THE SGAR TISSUE OF THE GALAXY

THE IRONY MATRIX?

THE DREAM (M3D) P™  THEREALITY (M41)

The ; — (&G04 T '- The Adeptus Ministorum;
IDEOLOGY | militant atheism, Z/AY\N il fanatical god-worship, fear of
science, reason. knuwledge heresy burnings.

An expanding, ! o Atechnoluglcally frozen,
STRUCTURE || hopeful reconquest ~ xenophobic empire flghtmg Sl )
of the stars. - ,/ “ an eternal, losing war. N ___:“%F S
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“THE A general who walked 2 A ~~ 'Acorpse on a throne, sustained., AR N 2.

EMPEROR | 2Mmong men, refusing P A by 1,000 sacrificed souls a day, j“q P AR
worship. ' -~ WP \orshipped as a literal god. Bl e it wq

Horus got the exact future he was shown. By betraying his father to stop a god-cult
from rising, he wounded the Emperor so badly that the Emperor became the captive
god of that exact cult. The 41st millennium is a frozen nightmare, anchored by a
dying father and the son he loved too much to kill in time.
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