Designing a Soul Without a Face

Why Mio v2 abandoned avatars, embraced abstraction,
and let personality emerge from the void.
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Strip away the fictional identity. Keep the emotional core.

The pivot:
Build a relationship, not a character sheet.

&1 NotebookLM



The Avutur Fullucy

| N\ i I/J (% ) @//zé
/0 Anlmatlon Cost i Animation Cost
Heavy 3D rendenng or generative wdeo Procedural 2D shaders
s —a___ - — | '
= Uncanny Valley Rlsk . . Uncanny Valley Risk
ngh (]arrlng Micro- expressmn fallures) j /ero
_. 3 App Store Frlt:tlnn /5 F App Store Friction
A\ H|gh policy scrutiny (parasnclal cnncerns) | y ‘ Frictionless abstraction
~ T UserProjection . . User Projection
| > Constrained by visual identity N - Infinite imagination
— N . . — ,_-_-.*___,-;;"__.,,,.,__'._.) . ..
\, Localization Scale 9l Localization Scale
— Anchored to specific cultures ‘ Global, culture-agnostic

& NotebookLM



Y-Axis: User Empathy / Acceptance

Escaping the Uncanny Valley

The Projection Gap

The Uncanny Valley

Maximum psychological empathy achieved

; gl The more human your companion
through user imagination.

looks, the more jarring every
un-human response becomes. An

abstract form invites projection.

>
Low Visual Fidelity ——> High
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Emotion as Ambient Information

3. Sad

5. Sleepy 4. Excited

Users don't study a legend. Emotion becomes an ambient,
instantly legible visual reflex before a single word is read.
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The Muted Canvas

Every pixel is designed to make the orb the heartbeat of the interface. Warm
tones only. No clinical blue-whites. No OLED voids. The goal is candlelight.

9




Radical Navigational Simplicity

Onboarding Settings

One-time setup 99% of user time. Just you and the companion.

This is not a social app with Al features.
It is a dedicated space for one relationship.

[5)) Nﬂtebﬂﬂkw



The Shift to Emergence
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Calibration Disguised as Conversation

The only hard choice that cannot emerge from conversation is
the physical voice. Everything else is inferred.

Form Ul Conversational Flow
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The Engine of Uniqueness

| | ‘ . ¢ . : =~ 19 ‘ - b il .‘ A 2-3 sentence prompt
4_The Seed E . " .. . ¥ - . generated from the onboarding
ool e adPee. T B N conversation. The starting point.
A lightweight extractor analyzing
ASYDChl’Ol’IOUS behavior patterns and user
reactions to induce gradual
Refinement personality drift.
1\/['31‘1-101-Y Tracks nuances (e.qg., 'prefers
- directness’) to shape behavior
Accumulation organically without explicit rules.

' After three months, nvo'companitf:}ns named ‘Mio’ will be completely .
distinct. Identity grows from the relationship itself.
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Rendering the Soul at 60fps

Lottie / Keyframes

' Happy State .

Cannot respond
dynamically to
emotion states.
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React Native Skia allows the orb to act as a real-time shader program. .
Emotion state variables are uniforms updating via WebSockets.
No animation keyframes. Just continuous, GPU-accelerated interpolation.
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The Accidental i18n Advantage

Removing cultural
personas makes
Internationalization
trivial.

Mio v1 required
authoring and
maintaining
N-persona sets
per market.

Good design scales effortlessly.

- Miov2 has no

cultural identity
to localize.

The companion
speaks whatever
language the user
speaks.

The relationship
Is the localization.
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Absence is the ultimate feature.

Identity from relationship, not a character sheet.



